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ABSTRACT 



The personality characteristics of teachers in 
relation to their acceptance and rejection of the newer educational 
media were studied. The subjects of the study were 253 high school 
teachers at several high schools which had just been visited by the 
Wisconsin Audiovisual Education Demonstration (WAVED) mobile unit. 

^he WAVED unit was designed to provide teachers with the services of 
various media professionals and to demonstrate the value of an 
adequate audiovisual media center. The teachers took an audiovisual 
attitude test and a personality trait inventory. The results of these 
tests were correlated with the amount of use the teacher made of the 
WAVED unit. An analysis of this data provided a personality profile 
of the average male and female acceptor and rejector of educational 
media. A bibliography and a collection of the materials used to 
gather data in the study are appended. (JY) 
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A STUDY OF THE PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ACCEPTOR 



AND THE REJECTOR OF THE NEWER EDUCATIONAL MEDIA 
AMONG SECONDARY TEACHERS OF WISCONSIN 

ALFRED D. GRANT 

Under the Supervision of Professor Frederick A. White 

This study explored certain personality characteristics of 253 
high school teachers who were classified an acceptors and rejectors of 
the newer educational media* The study was limited to high school 
teachers located at seven consecutive school building sites visited by 
the Wisconsin Audiovisual Education Demonstration (WAVED), 1968-1969. 

Null Hypothesis 

There are no significant differences for 14 personality traits 
among male and female high school teachers classified as acceptors or 
rejectors of the newer educational media as measured by the Edwards 
Personal Preference Schedule* 

Methods 

1* The Kelley Audiovisual Attitude Scale was selected to 
determine the attitude posture of the respondents. 

2* The Edwards Personal Preference Schedule was selected to 
measure the personality traits of the respondents* The Heterosexuality 
dimension was deleted because of the possible rejection of the entire 
Eduards scale* 

3. A WAVED Utilization Scale was designed to determine the 
acceptor and rejector categories based on the teacher's utilization of 
the WAVED unit at each of the seven locations* 
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Conclusions 

1. There were 78 rejectors, 63 average acceptors, and 112 
acceptors of the newer educational media based upon the WAVED Utiliza- 
tion Se&le. 

2. Respondents at six of the location sites showed a positive 
mean change of attitude toward audiovisual media. This change of atti- 
tude might be attributed to the influence of the WAVED unit during its 
stay. The faculty of the seventh location showed a negative mean change 
of attitude toward audiovisual media. 

3* There was a positive mean change of attitude toward audio- 
visual media for the 21-60 age groups. There was a negative mean atti- 
tude change for the 61-70 age group. The Wisconsin Audiovisual Demon- 
stration seemed to be influential in the improvement of attitude towards 
audiovisual media for all age groups except the 61-70. 

4« There was an over-all positive mean change of attitude for 
both males and females who responded to this research. 

5. There was a higher number of acceptors than rejectors at 
those school sites located in the rural areas. There was a substantial 
number of both acceptors and rejectors in the larger metropolitan areas. 

6. There were more acceptors than rejectors in the subject areas 
of English, foreign language, science, and history-social studies. 

There were mere rejectors than acceptors in the subject area of math. 

7. There was a negative mean attitude change tewards audiovisual 
media for respondents with 36 or more years of teaching experience. 

8. Male respondents to the Kelley Audiovisual Attitude Scale 
had a higher postattitude and change of attitude mean than did female 
respondents. 



9. There was significance for certain personality traits among 
male and female acceptors and rejectors of the never educational media. 
The null hypothesis was rejected for the following male accentor traits: 
Intraceptlon* . Dominance ** , Change * . and Aggression **. The null hypo- 
thesis was rejected for the following female accepto r traits: Order* * . 

Exhibition **. Autonomy * . and Succorance ** . The null hypothesis was 
rejected for the following male rejector traits: Deference ** . 

Affiliation ** . Succorance **. and Nurturance* *. The null hypothesis was 
rejected for the following female rejector traits: Affiliation ** . 

Intraception ** . Dominance ** . and Murturance **. 

The t-test for determining the difference between the means for 
two groups (acceptors minus rejectors) was calculated for each person- 
ality characteristic. A two-tailed test was applied at the .05 and .01 
level of significance. 
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CHAPTER I 



THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
The Problem 

Statement of the Problem * This study was undertaken to explore 
certain personality characteristics of high school teachers who might bo 
classified as acceptors or rejectors of the newer educational media. 

The population was limited to high school teaching personnel located at 
seven consecutive school building sites visited by the Wisconsin Audio - 
visual. Education Demonstration . 1968-1969. The seven consecutive sites 
veret Waukesha South Campus High School, Waukesha; Pius XI High School, 
Milwaukee; Horlick Senior High School, Racine; Memorial Senior High 
School, Beloit; Monona Grove Senior High School, Monona; Fennimore High 
School, Fennimore j" and Tomah High School, Tomah. The Edwards Personal 
Preference Schedule was selected to measure certain personality traits 
of secondary teachers classified as acceptors or rejectors of the newer 
educational media. 

Basic Objectives . The following were the basic objectives tc be 
explored in this study) 

1. To isolate the personality characteristics of teachers 
classified as definite acceptors or rejectors of the newer educational 
media, and to see if there appeared to be any definite trend of person- 
ality traits for the two groups. 
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2. To describe the personality traits of those teachers classi- 
fied as acceptors and those classified as rejectors of the newer educa- 
tional media * 

3. To report on data concerned with background factors of the 
respondents. 

4. To report on data concerned with pre, post, and change of 
audiovisual attitude as measured by the Kelley Audiovisual Attitude 
questionnaire for those teachers responding to this study. 

Null Hypothesis . There are no significant differences, for 14 
personality traits, among secondary teachers classified as acceptors or 
rejectors of the newer educational media as measured by the Edwards 
Personal Preference Schedule. 

Need for the Study . Dr. F. A. White, Director of Educational 
Services, University Extension, University of Wisconsin, recalls a 
perfect example which focuses upon the internal characteristics of 
teachers in connection with the use of educational media. According to 
White, a 16 mm motion picture was produced by the Bureau of Audiovisual 
Instruction entitled, "Wisconsin Makes Its Laws." It was designed as a 
material to be integrated effectively into the Wisconsin elementary 
school curriculum. This film was well publicized, 30 minutes in length, 
in odor, had a 50 cent rental charge, had supplemental study guides, 
there were multiple prints accessible to all Wisconsin elementary 
teachers through the BA.VI film library. This topic was taught in every 
elementary school in Wisconsin. Therefore, the perfect external con- 
ditions existed for the effective classroom use of this film. However, 
this film, while heavily used as films go, was used by less than 
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one-quarter of the elementary teachers of Wisconsin even Tinder these 
moat desirable external conditions* If this is so, there must be some- 
thing else within individuals, perhaps related to personality, that 
prevents them from using an educational material expressly designed for 
a curriculum* 

This researcher has also observed that under most desirable ideal 
conditions, i.e*, adequate audiovisual equipment and materials, and pro- 
duction facilities plus staff to provide assistance, that certain 
teachers seem to frequently use media while others never seem to use 
media or facilities that are available to them* This again points to 
the fact that there seems to be inner characteristics within the indi- 
viduals as they either accept or reject the newer educational media* 

Over the past three years the Wisconsin Audiovisual Education 
Demonstration staff (see Chapter II for information an WAVED) had 
observed that their videotape recorder was net fully utilized by faculty 
who could have used it to improve their classroom teaching* For 
example, some of the speeoh teachers could have used videotape for self- 
evaluative techniques but did not use it even though it was available 
and they were provided with a trained operator. In the case of physical 
education teachers, some utilized videotape for analyzing performance 
techniques while others never used it. Again, under this most ideal 
condition, when audiovisual media and staff were available, there were 
many nonusers of this valuable tool* Both the acceptors and the 
rejectors of this innovation had the opportunity to use this device 
effectively* Are there different inner personality characteristics for 
these two groups? 




The Wisconsin Audiovisual Education Demonstration unit was 



selected for this research study because it introduced for a period of 
two weeks, to a faculty of a secondary school, the most ideal audio- 
visual conditions exemplifying audiovisual staffing and educational 
media. Each faculty member at tbs school building site had equal 
opportunity to explore and utilize the audiovisual services of this 
demonstration unit. The records indicated that even under these ideal 
exemplary conditions some faculty members would not either visit or 
utilize this demonstration, while others would make very heavy use of 
it. Therefore, this unit was excellent for this study in classifying 
the acceptor and the rejector of the newer educational media, and to 
provide an opportunity to determine if there is a trend for certain 
personality traits among acceptors and rejectors of the newer educa- 
tions! media. It was conjectured that utilization of the WAVED unit by 
teachers at secondary school building sites would give a clear-out 
picture of teachers classified as acceptors and as rejectors. 

As far as this researcher can establish, little, if any, research 
has been devoted to the personality characteristics of teachers in 
relation to their acceptance a, id rejection of the newer educational 
media. 



Definitions of Terms 

Audiovisual Media . Audiovisual Materials . Audiovisual Technology. 



Instructional Medi a. Terms that are interchangeable in reference to a 
wide range of materials and devices needed to support instructional 



strategies, and they are considered to be less symbolic than individual 
words. 

WAVED . An acronym referring to Wisconsin Audiovisual Education 
Demonstration, a federally funded project under a Title III grant in 
cooperation with 3.9 CESA agonoies of Wisconsin. 

CESA , An acronym referring to a Cooperative Educational Service 
Agency, cm administrative agency under the State of Wisconsin, Department 
of Public Instruction. 

Newer Educational Media . Includes hardware as — slide, film- 
strip, opaque, overhead, and 16 mm and 8 mm projectors, phonograph, 
audio-tape recorder, television (open and closed-circuit), videotape 
recorder, individualized instruction - study carrels, programed text or 
machine, computer assisted instruction, and language laboratory. Soft- 
ware includes* slides, overhead transparencies, original transparency 
masters, audio-tape recordings, phot (modifying, bulletin boards, dry 
mounting techniques, color lift tiansparcncies, postermaking, landnatiag- 
preserving mterials, videotape recording, producing study prints, 8" x 
10” photographic prints, slide crpywork, sign-making, char taxing, map- 
making, dubbing phonograph records to tape, closed-circuit television, 
duplicating materials (photo copying), creative artwork and cartooning 
for slides and transparencies, 8 mm filming, duplicating audio - tapas, 
and creative artwork for murals. 

Accentor of the Newer Educational Media . Refers to the pro- 
fessional teacher who consulted with the WAVED Media Specialist for the 
purpose of producing and utilizing the newer educational media beyond 
the "traditional" or "conventional" .approach needed to meet 



